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This primary source book contains many volumes of army reports on the technical 

strategies used while code-breaking, revealing how the women broke technological 
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barriers. Volume 12 includes information on the katakana Japanese language that 

codebreakers at the time used for intercepting messages. This information appears on our 

becoming code breakers page as evidence of the extensive training women received. 
 

War Manpower job flyer promoting women to register for War Jobs. 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/wwii-women.html. 

This primary source was very helpful in learning more about the types of outreach 

different companies used to attract women into the workforce. Because this document 

comes straight out of the National Archives, a federally regulated database, it can be 

considered very credible. 
 

"War of Secrets: Cryptology in WWII." National Museum of the United States Air Force. 

Accessed February 21, 2020. https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-

Exhibits/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/196193/war-of-secrets-cryptology-in-wwii/. 

This site was created by the National Museum of the United States Air Force, a 

government organization that we trust to produce reliable information surrounding 

wartime events. We used this site for the many interesting visual sources of machinery 

used by cryptologists during the war, to help us understand what code-breaking looks like 

and to help our website's viewers do the same. 
 

We Can Do It! Accessed February 21, 2020. https://www.history.com/news/world-war-ii-

propaganda-posters-photos-united-states-home-front. 

We wanted several posters to help visually demonstrate our argument regarding societal 

expectations for women during the war and the ways in which the war effort removed 

social barriers that would return later. We used the History.com site as an archive to give 

us access to many propaganda posters. We used this propaganda poster of Rosie the 

Riveter to visually explore societal norms surrounding women during World War Two in 

our page about the pushback against women cryptologists. 
 

Wei-Haas, Maya. "How the American Women Codebreakers of WWII Helped Win the War." 

Smithsonian Magazine, October 5, 2017. Accessed February 10, 2020. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-women-codebreakers-wwii-helped-win-

war-180965058/. 

This very informative and clear article from the Smithsonian Magazine provided us with 

great primary source images as well as basic information we needed to get a grasp on the 

overall accomplishments and journeys of the women cryptologists. Smithsonian is a 

widely trusted source where the article's author, Ms. Wei-Hass, is the assistant editor for 

science and innovation. We used the information from this website for our page about 

Pearl Harbor. 
 

Wilcox, Jennifer. Sharing the Burden: Women in Cryptology during World War II. Center for 

Cryptologic History National Security Agency, 2013. Accessed February 2, 2020. 

https://www.nsa.gov/Portals/70/documents/about/cryptologic-heritage/historical-figures-

publications/publications/wwii/sharing_the_burden.pdf. 

Wilcox provides important information for the technological barriers, the context of the 

military at the time, and for the female codebreakers themselves. We used primary source 
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photos and quotes to describe the women's process for becoming code-breakers, the 

stories of individual female code breakers and the context that women entered code 

breaking. Wilcox provided important secondary information on the ways in which 

barriers for women were both literal, in their breaking of codes, and metaphorical in 

redefining the roles assigned to them by society. 
 

"Within Striking Distance." In The Asian-American Experience. American Journey. Woodbridge, 

CT: Primary Source Media, 1999. Gale In Context: U.S. History (accessed January 25, 

2020). https://link-gale-

com.ezproxy.castilleja.org/apps/doc/EJ2210014127/GPS?u=palo88030&sid=GPS&xid=

9933b063. 

This source was used as a primary image to depict World War II. This source was 

obtained from Gale database, an online research and publishing service. Because this 

database was found from Castilleja high school's library, it can be considered credible. 
 

Women in the War: We Can't Win without Them. Accessed February 21, 2020. 

https://www.history.com/news/world-war-ii-propaganda-posters-photos-united-states-

home-front#&gid=ci0230e630c06326df&pid=poster-by-howard-scott. 

We wanted several posters to help visually demonstrate our argument regarding societal 

expectations for women during the war and the ways in which the war effort removed 

barriers socially that would return later. We used the History.com site as an archive to 

give us access to many propaganda posters at the time.This specific poster, depicting a 

woman engaging in the war effort, visually explores the unprecedented role women were 

asked to take on during the war. 
 

"Women in the Workforce during World War II." National Archives. Accessed February 26, 

2020. https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/wwii-women.html. 

This source was extraordinarily helpful in learning more about the advertisements that 

women were attracted to, because it taught us more about their internal motivations as 

mothers and members of the society. This source broke barriers because women were 

needed in a way they never were before, so the rise of women in the workforce 

exponentially increased. 
 

"Women in the Workplace." McKinsey and Company. https://wiw-

report.s3.amazonaws.com/Women_in_the_Workplace_2019.pdf. 

This secondary source was incredible helpful with background information on women in 

the workplace. It can be considered credible, although it is a secondary source, because 

McKinsey and Company is a well established research firm who focuses on large scale 

research projects similar to this one. McKinsey's research demonstrates the pervasiveness 

of the social barriers facing women and why the female codebreakers faced such a 

formidable task to break them. 
 

Women's colleges in the 1940s were a mix of cerebral inquiry, marital ambition, and hallowed 

rituals. The 1942 May Court at Goucher College included Jacqueline Jenkins and 

Gwyneth Gminder who both received secret summons from the US Navy. 1942. 
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Photograph. Accessed January 25, 2020. http://www.lizamundy.com/code-girls/gallery-

2/. 

This primary source image of a women's college tradition is collected by Liza Mundy 

from the Goucher College Archives, a credible source being the college these women 

attended. The primary source symbolizes the societal barriers that the women 

codebreakers dismantled through pursuing codebreaking.This source helps frame our 

understanding of what it was like to be an educated women recruited to the Navy and 

appears on our secret letters page. 
 


